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SACKVILLE HERITAGE ARCHITECTURE STYLE GUIDE - This Guide is a resource  
that identifies the ten most common heritage architecture styles in Sackvilleôs Conservation Areas; the typical 

characteristics of each style; and importantly, recommendations regarding appropriate approaches when con-

templating change to a heritage property. This Guide is not intended to be exhaustive nor does it set out to 

address every circumstance or condition that might arise, rather, it responds to the character-defining ele-

ments of each style by identifying common issues that may arise. In each case, it is advisable to consult with 

the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada (2011).    

 

Cover Photo - ST. PAULôS RECTORY, 143 MAIN STREET, SACKVILLE, NB/ M.G. Miller 
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INTRODUCTION  

Scope of the Guide 
 
This guide is an introduction to some of the most 

significant architectural styles employed during 

the past 150 years of Sackvilleôs history. This 

guide describes those styles that were most com-

mon in the Townôs architectural development. 

Many buildings, often those not designed by for-

mally-trained architects, do not relate at all to 

these historical styles; some reflect influences 

from more than one style; and there are those that 

have been altered to the extent whereby a pre-

dominant style is no longer recognizable. The 

styles discussed here are located within the two 

conservation areas and represent the ten most 

common styles found in the Town. 

 

These styles were all generated elsewhereð

England and the United States principallyðand 

were popularized in a number of Canadian towns 

and cities including Sackville, by local architects 

and their clients. A flourishing architectural press 

made such designs available, even without travel, 

to people living away from the cradles of ancient 

architecture or centres of design innovation. 

Styles evolve and the range of interpretations of 

any style can be considerable. In Sackville, at 

such a great distance from the origins of many of 

these styles, the gap between the pure style and 

local interpretation may be quite large. This 

Guide therefore highlights those Sackville build-

ings that best illustrate each of the ten most com-

mon styles found within the Town, more particu-

larly, those styles found in the two Conservation 

Areas of the Town. 

 
It is important to note that the dates that have 

been used to describe when each style was most 

popular in Sackville may not always correspond 

to the dates during which the style flourished 

elsewhere. Although this guide uses some of the 

most common names and groupings to organize 

styles, other architectural style guides may use 

different names and different organizing criteria 

that are equally acceptable. Such differences may 

reflect regional influences or interpretations of 

the various pure styles and are equally valid. 

 

Using the Guide 
 
This Guide is organized so that the Sackville 

Heritage Board can review key characteristics 

of the ten most common architectural styles in 

Sackville and consider the recommended ap-

proaches to any changes that may be contem-

plated as part of the Townôs overall application 

review process.  

 

In some instances, change may mean that a 

property owner wishes to remove previous al-

terations in order to undertake a restoration of 

the property. This type of activity is very differ-

ent from other approaches and is often support-

ed by historical photographs of the place at a 

particular period of time. 

 

In some cases, it may be appropriate to maintain 

the present condition of the property so that its 

heritage values are retained. This type of activi-

ty may involve preservation and is different 

from restoration or the third approach below. 

 

Most of the time, the type of change that is con-

templated by a property owner will fall under 

the activity known as rehabilitation.  

 

This Guide offers recommendations in relation 

to the appropriate approach that should be taken 

when considering changes to heritage proper-

ties, whether that change be restoration, preser-

vation or rehabilitation. In each case, it is rec-

ommended that designers and decision-makers 

consider any proposed changes in the context of 

the Standards and Guidelines for the Conserva-

tion of Historic Places in Canada. 

 

Property owners, design professionals and 

Town staff may also find the Guide helpful 

when considering how best to maintain and/or 

enhance the character and appearance of Sack-

villeôs conservation areas. With regard to pro-

posed additions and/or alterations to existing 

heritage properties, it is often best practice to 

consider supplementing the Guide with site-

specific conditions, opportunities and con-

straints with a heritage professional. 
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History 
 
The Georgian style was developed from the sim-

plification of classical, Italian Renaissance and 

Baroque architecture. It was most popular in 

Britain during the reign of the first three King 

Georges (1714 to 1820) from which it derives its 

name. A vernacular interpretation of the style, in 

which detail was minimized, became a very pop-

ular architectural expression throughout Britain. 
 

Characteristics 
 
¶ symmetrical, or balanced, box-like massing 

centred on a formal entrance 

¶ rooms are grouped around a central hall 

¶ houses are 1 to 2 1/2 storeys high 

¶ the roof is either a steeply pitched hip roof or 

a gable roof without eaves 

¶ dormer windows are common 

¶ fa­ades are often 5 bays with two windows 

on each side of a central doorway 

¶ double-hung wood windows are straight-

topped with 6 to 12 panes in each sash 

¶ doors often have sidelights and/or a transom 

light 

¶ in New Brunswick, these buildings are nor-

mally constructed of stone or timber 

¶ the style can have classical detailing such as 

a pedimented projecting pavilion with pilas-

ters or columns and a Palladian window 

 

Examples 
 
A number of Sackville buildings have similar 

characteristics to the above style including 

Cranewood, 113 Main Street (Fig. 1); Joseph 

F. Allison House, 131 Main Street (Fig. 2); and 

Edward Cogswell House, 67 Bridge Street 

(Fig. 3). 

CƛƎΦ м τ/ǊŀƴŜǿƻƻŘΣ ммо aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
όtƘƻǘƻΥ aΦ DΦ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ нлмоύ 

CƛƎΦ н τWƻǎŜǇƘ CΦ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΣ мом aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
όtƘƻǘƻΥ aΦ DΦ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ нлмоύ 

CƛƎΦ о τ9ŘǿŀǊŘ /ƻƎǎǿŜƭƭ IƻǳǎŜΣ ст .ǊƛŘƎŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
όtƘƻǘƻΥ aΦ DΦ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ нлмоύ 

Sackville Heritage Architecture Style Guide 
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 GEORGIAN (continued) 

Potential Interventions 
 

¶ Altering the symmetry 
¶ Altering dormers 
¶ Replacement of doors and/or windows 
¶ Replacement or covering exterior materials 
¶ Additions 
  
Recommended Approaches 
 

Altering the symmetry 

 

Symmetry is a key characteristic of the Georgian 

style. Altering this character-defining element 

should only be considered where it is not visible 

from the public right-of-way.  

 

Any new additions or related new construction 

that are required should be designed so that the 

essential form and integrity of the property will 

not be impaired if the new work is removed in 

the future.  

 

Altering dormers 

 

In order to conserve the character of the Geor-

gian style, it is recommended not to remove, re-

place or substantially alter any original dormers. 

In some instances, however, it may be necessary 

to make alterations that may have impacts on 

these character-defining elements. Alternatives 

should always be explored first, so that any 

change that is eventually proposed would result 

in the least impact.  

 

Replacement of doors and/or windows 

 

In order to conserve the character of the Geor-

gian style, it is recommended not to remove, re-

place or substantially alter its doors, lights and/or 

elaborate door surrounds. It is recommended that 

original doors and windows be repaired and 

properly weatherized. In some instances, howev-

er, it may be necessary to make alterations that 

may have impacts on these character-defining 

elements. Alternatives should always be explored 

first, so that any change that is eventually pro-

posed would result in the least impact.  

Replacement or covering exterior materials 

 

Before any character-defining element is pro-

posed to be replaced, a careful evaluation of its 

existing condition should be undertaken by a her-

itage professional. The repair of character-

defining elements is generally recommended over 

their replacement. However, there will be cir-

cumstances where character-defining elements 

are too severely deteriorated to be repaired. In 

these cases, they should be replaced with new 

elements that match the original in every respect.  

 

Covering original material with a new material 

that is materially, physically and visually differ-

ent from the original material is not recommend-

ed. While the original material may still remain 

under the new material, that in of itself is not 

sufficient to retain the heritage values of the 

place because it would not be visible, and histori-

cally, it would have been visible. 

 

Additions 

 

In most cases, it should be possible to add-on to a 

heritage building in a manner that meets the own-

erôs requirements without  diminishing the herit-

age value of the place.  

 

Where buildings are to be adapted to new uses 

such as converting a single-family residence to 

an office, it will be important to find a use for the 

building that requires minimal or no change to its 

character-defining elements.  

 

In order to conserve the heritage value of the 

original building it is recommended that new 

work be physically and visually compatible with 

the heritage building but also subordinate to and 

distinguishable from the historic place. New 

work should not be mistaken for work undertak-

en in 1880. This is to ensure that any new work is 

not confused with the old. 

 

It is also recommended that additions or related 

new construction be designed so that the essential 

form and integrity of the Georgian style will not 

be impaired if the new work were to be removed 

in the future.  
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2. GREEK REVIVAL (late 18thðearly 19th c)  

History 
 
The Greek Revival was an architectural move-

ment in the late 18th and early 20th centuries, 

predominantly in Northern Europe and the Unit-

ed States. A product of Hellenism, it may be 

looked upon as the last phase in the development 

of Neoclassical architecture. 

 

The style is an adaptation of the classic Greek 

temple front employing details of Doric, Ionic or 

Corinthian order.  
 

Characteristics 
 
¶ the style is characterized by porticos (either 

entry or full width) supported by prominent 

square or rounded columns 

¶ Gabled or hipped roof of low pitch 

¶ Cornice line of main roof and porch roofs 

emphasized with wide band of trim 

¶ Enormous windows and doors 

¶ Front door surrounded by narrow sidelights 

and a rectangular line of transom lights above 

¶ Door and lights usually incorporated into 

more elaborate door surround 

¶ Wood window sashes most commonly with 

six-pane glazing 

 

Examples 
 
A number of Sackville buildings have similar 

characteristics or have elements associated with 

the Greek Revival style including Thomas Pick-

arrd House II, 90 York Street (Fig. 4) and 

George E. Ford Block, 96-102 Main Street (Fig. 

5).  

 

Figure 6 shows the George E. Ford Block during 

an earlier period when its Greek Revival charac-

teristics were unaltered. In certain instances, al-

terations to a heritage property may diminish the 

integrity of the style. In other cases, the original 

style may no longer be evident when alterations 

are extensive or where new construction has con-

cealed the original structure or its character-

defining elements. 

CƛƎΦ п τ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tƛŎƪŀǊŘ IƻǳǎŜ LLΣ фл ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
όtƘƻǘƻΥ aΦ DΦ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ нлмоύ 

CƛƎΦ р τDŜƻǊƎŜ 9Φ CƻǊŘ .ƭƻŎƪΣ фс-млн aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
όtƘƻǘƻΥ aΦ DΦ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ нлмоύ 
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CƛƎΦ с τDŜƻǊƎŜ 9Φ CƻǊŘ .ƭƻŎƪΣ фс-млн aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŀ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƛ-ƭǳƴŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΦ 
όtƘƻǘƻΥ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ŀŎƪǾƛƭƭŜύ 


