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YEAR END REPORT  

 

The new Heritage By-law was adopted in April 2016. The adoption of the by-law was the result 

of a comprehensive review by a working group (consisting of past chairs and members of the 

board, as well as the Southeast Regional Service Commission, and staff). The review also 

included a thorough evaluation by our solicitor prior to the approval of Council. As the year 

draws to a close, staff felt that it was an appropriate time to update Council on the functioning of 

the by-law, as well as an update on heritage matters in general.  

 

The Board conducted meetings in May, August, October and November of 2016. The current 

board membership includes: 

 

 David Stewart, Chair 

 Alexandre Clermont. Vice Chair 

 Bill Evans, Councillor  

 Malcolm Fisher, Member 

 Kellie Mattatall, Member  

 

Since the adoption of the new by-law, the board has reviewed six applications and two grant 

applications. Furthermore, the Heritage Officer has worked with several landowners on 

renovations and fielded questions from potential landowners interested in purchasing a property 

in one of the Heritage Conservation Areas. In summary, no permits have been issued to date, and 

no grants have been provided. As Council may recall, the new by-law clarified that not all work 

to heritage properties requires a permit – particularly work involving normal repairs and 

maintenance, but also work that will not detract from the heritage value of the building. Instead, 

seven approval letters have been provided to date by the Heritage Officer to allow a variety of 

alterations – from roofing to recladding to façade improvements. 

 

Over the course of the year, the Board has continued to work on a Standard Operating Procedure 

in cooperation with our solicitor. This is expected to be finalized in the coming months. 

Subsequently, the board will then turn their attention to a Code of Conduct. 

 

The board has also recognized that the current grant criteria needs to be revisited in order to 

clarify ambiguity and to ensure that the grant criteria is consistent with the new by-law. The 

board is currently evaluating the grant criteria and any changes proposed/recommended will be 

forwarded to Council for consideration and adoption. It is felt that this clarification will assist the 

board in the administration of the $15,000 heritage grant program.  

 



As noted above, the board presently consists of five members. The board was operating with six 

members up until July when one member moved outside of the municipal boundary (and 

residency was a legislative requirement of the appointment). While five members meets the 

minimum requirements of the Heritage Conservation Act, the board is mindful that additional 

members could be beneficial and therefore, continue to search for new members.  

 

In addition to the work noted above, the board will be actively involved in 2017 Heritage Week 

activities. Signage improvements for the conservation areas will also be explored in early 2017.  

 

Lastly, two board appointments are set to expire at the end of December. When the board was 

being re-evaluated in late 2015/early 2016, several appointments were made for a one-year basis. 

Therefore, to ensure continuity, it is recommended that Alexandre Clermont and Malcolm Fisher 

be reappointed to the board effective January 1, 2017 and expiring December 31, 2018. A motion 

will be provided at the December 12, 2016 Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Jamie Burke 

Senior Manager of Corporate Projects / Heritage Officer  

 

 

 

 

 


