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Toler Thompson, Marsh Maker 
Today about 14,000 hectares of land in New Brunswick is protected
by a system of dykes, aboiteaux and dams, first built by Acadian 
settlers. Acadians built dykes of marsh mud and sod high enough and
strong enough to hold back the sea. They also invented the aboiteau,
a small wooden tunnel with a one-way hinged door that let fresh
water drain out, but closed to keep out the incoming tide. (An
aboiteau is shown on the front cover of this guide.)

Local resident Toler Thompson designed a system to drain and
reclaim unusable marsh and bog by allowing the tides of the Bay of
Fundy to build up silt and reclaim marshland, a system known as
“tiding”. Thousands of acres of worthless bog were transformed into
fertile land. The first
major canal that
Thompson worked on
was begun in 1815. As
many as 900 acres of bog
and lake were made into
marsh and hundreds of
acres either side of the
canal were drained and
made valuable. He
organized the men of
Middle Sackville to take
dyking spades and dig
canals four or five miles
long so that the rich silt
of the Bay of Fundy
could cover the 
sphagnum moss of the
fresh water bogs below
the Jolicure lakes and
Midgic. Other marsh
makers followed: the
Botsfords and Fawcetts
made significant inroads
in the development of the
drainage system that we
see today.
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Toler Thompson House

T
he history of Sackville is entwined with the
windswept marshes that surround it. These
fertile marshes attracted Sackville’s first 

settlers: Acadians who brought their indigenous 
farming methods –dyking and draining marshland –
to the New World. 

In 1708, five families from nearby Acadian 
settlements set up homesteads in Middle Sackville.
By 1752, there were a few hundred people living in
the area. The largest village was “Tintamarre”. 

In 1755, the Acadians who by this time had reclaimed
thousands of acres of salt marsh, were deported in the
battle for control of New France and Acadia. 

Following the deportation, the British encouraged
New Englanders to resettle the marsh. Between 
1760-1761, the first major wave of “Planters” arrived
from Rhode Island. They extended the dykelands,
producing hay to feed world markets.

Middle Sackville became the heart of the Atlantic
region’s most successful farming district. Clustered
around sawmills, gristmills, and the millpond, the

community thrived. Tanneries, leather goods 
factories, carriage factories and blacksmith shops
sprang up to meet the growing demand for hay in 
the mid 1800s. 

While Middle Sackville’s 
‘hayday’ has passed, the 
marshlands and many of the
original buildings stand as a 
testament to the ingenuity of
these industrious settlers.

Historical Middle& UpperSackville
Start
Here

 

 

 Mar

Church

School

Pond Shore

 

 

McPhee

Church

Begin at the parking lot on the corner 
of Church Street and Main Street, 
next to the Trans Canada Trail. You may
wish to spend a few minutes at the
kiosk, which sets the stage for your
tour with a historical map, illustrations
and photographs. 
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The history of Sackville is entwined with the
windswept marshes that surround it. These
fertile marshes attracted Sackville’s first 

settlers: Acadians who brought their indigenous 
farming methods – dyking and draining marshland –
to the New World. 

In 1708, five families from nearby Acadian 
settlements set up homesteads in Middle Sackville.
By 1752, there were a few hundred people living in
the area. The largest village was “Tintamarre”. 

In 1755, the Acadians who by this time had reclaimed
thousands of acres of salt marsh, were deported in the
battle for control of New France and Acadia. 

Following the deportation, the British encouraged
New Englanders to resettle the marsh. Between 
1760-1761, the first major wave of “Planters” arrived
from Rhode Island. They extended the dykelands,
producing hay to feed world markets.

Middle Sackville became the heart of the Atlantic
region’s most successful farming district. Clustered
around sawmills, gristmills, and the millpond, the

community thrived. Tanneries, leather goods 
factories, carriage factories and blacksmith shops
sprang up to meet the growing demand for hay in 
the mid 1800s. 

While Middle Sackville’s 
‘hayday’ has passed, the 
marshlands and many of the
original buildings stand as a 
testament to the ingenuity of
these industrious settlers.
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Begin at the parking lot on the corner 
of Church Street and Main Street, 
next to the Trans Canada Trail. You may
wish to spend a few minutes at the
kiosk, which sets the stage for your
tour with a historical map, illustrations
and photographs. 
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Middle Sackville Baptist Church 14 Church St.
Among the earliest settlers from the New England area were a group of 
thirteen members of a church from Swansea, Massachusetts. They sailed
into Slack’s Cove, Rockport in 1763, settled in Middle Sackville near the
Mill Pond and established the first Baptist congregation in Canada. A divide
in the congregation prompted the establishment of two separate meeting-
houses: Beulah and Bethel. The Middle Sackville Baptist Congregation was
formed in 1902; the main church built in 1905 and expanded in 1995. 
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The Potato House
A potato house and railway station stood in the vicinity of
the parking area for the Trans Canada Trail.

Fawcett and Estabrooks families shipped potatoes
from Middle Sackville by freight car until the 
mid-1900s. A large potato house was built near 
the railway station alongside the New Brunswick -
Prince Edward Island railway. The Potato House
and Railway Station are no longer standing and the
rail line has become part of the Trans Canada Trail.
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Middle Sackville Superior School
14 School Lane: Facing south with the lake on your right,
look for a yellow building with a distinctive mansard roof.

Organized classes began in Middle Sackville 
more than 20 years before New Brunswick’s
Common School Act of 1871 was passed. This 
early schoolhouse was built by local contractor
Charles A. Milton in 1907 and was designed to
accommodate upwards of 160 students in the four
large classrooms found on two floors. In June
1974, teachers and students left the schoolhouse 
for the last time. Since then, the building has been
used as a community arts centre, and is now 
privately owned.
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The Morice House 400 Main Street *HP

This Regency Cottage on the corner of Main Street
and Morice Drive is attributed to John Morice, 
an early settler from Scotland. The house dates to
about 1821. From Main Street, the steep roof and
projecting front gable give the impression of a 
one-story house. The house sits next to Morice’s
Mill Pond (Silver Lake), thought to be one of the
earliest industrial sites in Canada. The land had
passed through a number of hands when John
Morice purchased the north easterly half of the 
Mill Pond, including the gristmill and saw mill,
from John Harper in 1821. The house remains in
the Morice family. 
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Morice’s Mill Pond 
& Lillas Fawcett Park *HP

Morice’s Mill Pond, known as Silver Lake since the
early 1900s, was created by dams dating back to
Acadian settlements of the early 1700s. In 1762, the
Township Committee reserved the lot as a public 
privilege for mills and other works. The Mill Pond
became an active industrial site supporting a gristmill,
carding mill and sawmill. It also supplied the ice that
was sold to local households.

In later years, the Mill Pond became a focal point 
for the community. J. L. Black erected a bandstand
near his store in Middle Sackville in 1889 and later 
a floating bandstand was made for the pond. The
Morice family, who owned the Mill Pond until 1939,
maintained a boathouse with rowboats for hire. 
The wooded area directly across the pond (now
Lakeshore Drive residential area) was a popular picnic
site, complete with a merry-go-round. In the mid-
1950s, Frank Fawcett built a canteen and dance hall.

(The dance hall was later used for storing vegetables.)

The dam at the mill pond broke many times over the
years; finally in 1951 the Sackville Fish and Game
Protective Association restored the dam and spillway.
The owner of the land surrounding the dam site, Mr.
H. M. Wood, gave the Association a 20-year lease for
public fishing, boating and swimming and they stocked
the lake with 25,000 trout fingerlings. 

The swimming and recreation park was built in 1977
by the Rotary Club of Sackville and bears the name of
Mr. Fawcett’s wife, Lillas Fawcett. The park continues
to be a popular summer gathering place. A millstone
and plaque placed in the park recently recalls the
bustling industry that spanned generations at 
Morice’s Mill Pond.
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Blacksmith Shop
An early blacksmith shop sits at the fork in the road as
you cross the bridge at Silver Lake; one of many that
were evident in the area at the turn of the century. This
white-shingled building housed the shop of Leonard
Estabrooks. By 1948 dyking spades that both Leonard
and his son Lionel produced were in great demand by government and individuals as dykelands 
were being re-built to protect the marsh agriculture.
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Ronald Campbell House 17 Church St. *HP

This white clapboard Greek Revival style house
dates to about 1850. The main or front part of the
house remains in its original state. A back section
was added in the late 1800s. Ronald Campbell was
hired by John Humphrey to make carding
machines, but he liked carriage building better. He
and his son George began the Campbell Carriage
Factory in 1854. In addition to carriages, they built
other wooden products, including rough boxes and
coffins. From the first coffin built in 1855, the
Campbell family later engaged in the funeral 
business. Today, a sixth generation member, 
Erin Campbell, carries on the family tradition 
at Campbell’s Funeral Home. 
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Acadian Settlement of Tintamarre
Monument

The monument is situated at rear of Carriage Factory
parking lot.
Around 1708, after the destruction of their
Memramcook settlement, the sons of Pierre Gaudet
started a settlement on high ground in this area.
Tintamarre became the main village of a larger 
settlement that extended along the Tantramar
River. The Acadians turned the nutrient-rich 
mashland into cultivable farmland by building
dykes to block the Fundy tidewaters and a system
of ditches and “aboiteaux” to drain water from the
marshes. Here they
planted crops and
raised livestock.
The village of
Tintamarre was one
of several villages
destroyed by sol-
diers from Forts
Cumberland and
Lawrence in 1755.
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Middle Sackville Central School
68 Church Street *HP

This distinct building, now being used as a garage, 
was constructed in 1894 and named the Central School
House, a superior school. Prior to 1894 the main

schoolhouse in the district was at the 
corner of Main and School Lane. Due to
an increase in population, trustees planned
to enlarge the school by raising the roof
and building another storey, but an 
unexpected motion was put forward to
build another school at the upper end of
the district. There was so much dissatis-
faction with this that the almost completed
school was set on fire in the fall of 1893.
Central School was rebuilt by the original
builder J.W. Doull, opened in January
1894, and operated for only thirteen years.
The 1907 annual school meeting of

District No. 11 voted to build the larger school we see today on School Lane.
One half of the original school building was used to construct the framework
of the present-day adjacent house.
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Campbell Carriage Factory Museum
19 Church Street *HP

The post and beam Carriage Factory is one of
Canada’s few remaining examples of pre-industrial
business. It has survived intact from c.1854, when
the business first opened. The structure, built
around c.1840, originally housed a tannery run by
prominent tanner John Beal. The Campbell family
operated the Carriage Factory until 1951. They
produced top quality buggies, wagons and sleighs
for generations of Maritimers. They also built
rough boxes and, later, coffins.

The Museum is open to the public from mid-June
to late August. It contains over 6,000 artifacts –
primarily tools that skilled workers used to produce
45-60 vehicles a year. The collection of tools, 
patterns, and works-in-progress offer insight 
into this important industry of bygone days. 
The museum compound also includes a blacksmith
shop with a working forge.

The Museum is a Provincial Historic Site, donated
by the Campbell family and owned and operated 
by the Tantramar Heritage Trust. 
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Old Baptist Church Parsonage
32 Church Street 

This former parsonage was built in 1839 for the
Baptist Church at Middle Sackville. Historical
records indicate that there was a question as to how
the deed should be drawn up. Tradition says that
the deed be drawn in the pastor’s name, and some
objected quite decidedly. This led to a split in the
church. On March 9, 1839 the second Baptist
Church was organized with a congregation of 14.
The following day they began to build Bethel
Chapel.

10

Wheaton Covered Bridge
Looking North East on the marsh, the Wheaton
Covered Bridge spans an inlet to the Tantramar
River. The bridges were covered to keep the sun
and rain from the massive working timbers,
expanding the life of the bridge by up to 70 years.
In the early 1900s the bridge, named after the man
who owned the land, was rebuilt using the Howe
Truss structure. 

Howe Truss Structure
The earliest bridges were logs, supported by beams,
thrown across the river. It is believed that Covered
Bridges came to the area in the 1780’s with the
United Empire Loyalists. A more secure bridge was
constructed after 1830 when Howe improved the
bridge design by introducing the method of placing
iron rods between the trusses that connected the
upper and lower chords. The nuts were attached to
the threaded ends of the rods and by tightening
these, whenever sagging began, the bridges were
easily trued.
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Joseph Lamb House 72 Church Street *HP

This white clapboard cottage in the Regency style,
built c. 1795, is attributed to Joseph Lamb, a
Loyalist settler from the New England states.
During the time he was in the area he held offices
that included Justice of the Peace, Commissioner
of Highways, Overseer of the Poor, Town Clerk
and Surveyor of Lumber. By 1796 James and
Thomas Estabrooks had purchased the property,
while in the mid 1800s Reuben Chase operated a
store on the site. More recently the farm was part
of the land holdings of Roy Brooks, a large proper-
ty owner and farmer in the Middle Sackville and
Upper Sackville areas.
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Four Corners Burying Ground *HP

Established in 1770, this significant historical site is
the earliest burying ground in Sackville. Many of
the marsh builders, including Toler Thompson, are
buried here, as well as pioneers from New England
who established the first Baptist Church in Canada
near here. In 1917 a plan was drawn up and the land
divided into regular lots for burial purposes. One
can find seven or eight generations of family buried
here, going back to the first immigrants.

Note: It is recorded that an earlier French Chapel and
cemetery were in this vicinity.
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Joseph Thompson House
107 Church Street *HP

The architectural features date this house to 1795.
Family researchers have found that John Thompson
and his brother, Joseph, English gentlemen, came
from Yorkshire in 1772, and bought farms side by
side in Upper Sackville on the “Great Road” near
the “Four Corners”. It is reported that they paid for
their farms in gold and it was here that succeeding
generations of Thompsons were given birth. As
industrious labourers, they quickly converted their
lands into beautiful farms. Toler Thompson, son of
John, developed new systems to reclaim wet
marshland for agricultural use.
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Upper Sackville United Church
148 Pond Shore Road *HP

The memorial gates of the Old Methodist Burying
Ground in Middle Sackville mark the site of the
second Methodist church in Canada built in 1790.
The Lower Sackville congregation built a second
church in that area in 1816 and a team of oxen
moved the original church over the ice to Upper
Sackville. This church was replaced in 1855 with a
larger structure and again in 1883 with the present
church, identical in design to the Point de Bute
church by local architect, Richard Boxall. Local
builders Hiram and Silas Copp laid the corner-
stone on August 15, 1882. A reading desk and 
pulpit furniture was given by Miss Wood, the
chandelier donated by Joseph L. Black and the
heating apparatus donated by Charles Fawcett and
W.B. Dixon. The church became Upper Sackville
United Church in 1925.
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William Fawcett House
129 Pond Shore Road *HP

William Fawcett II, born in Hovingham, England,
immigrated to the area with the Yorkshire settlers
in 1774 and built this house about 1795. He took in
an orphan, James George, who later wed his
daughter Betsy. His rebellious son Rufus became
jealous of James and Betsy when he heard they
were to get a share in the farm. According to the
haunting tale, William Fawcett II was shot through
the window of the house in 1832 as he sat in the
kitchen, a seat usually used by James. Rufus hid 
in a well on the Thompson property on Church
Street. He was found and tried in the Dorchester
Court House. The house has remained in the
George family to this day. 
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Conclude your route by turning onto Four Corners Lane, then turn right again onto the Trans Canada Trail.
Follow it back to the starting point.

W. Albert Smith House
1 High Marsh Road *HP

This clapboard house on the corner of High Marsh
Road is a grand example of the Greek Revival
style. It was built c. 1830 by George L. Kinnear.
The rear section appears to have been built earlier
and strongly resembles small one-and-a-half storey
houses built c. 1795 by Planter families. The
owner’s son, William Kinnear, ran a blacksmith
shop on the property. The house was reportedly a
stagecoach stop on the journey to Nova Scotia
along the Westmorland Road. W. Albert Smith
bought the property in 1884 and the Smith family
has remained owners. The 18 acres associated with
the original deed remain intact.
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Station Road
In 1869 Sackville became a station stop on the
Intercolonial Railroad and in the decade that 
followed there was a flurry of railway building in
New Brunswick. Railway promoters, including 
W.C. Milner, editor of the local paper, the Chignecto
Post, promoted the idea of the New Brunswick 
and Prince Edward Railway as early as 1872. The
company was incorporated in 1874 and Sackville’s
most prominent citizens funded the construction of
the 36-mile line stretching from Sackville to Cape
Tormentine. In the summer of 1882 a gang of men
broke the ground on the Titus Hicks’ place, at
Morice’s mills. The last train ran in 1989 and the
railroad bed is now part of the Trans Canada Trail.
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Hicks House 18 Station Road
Owner Guilford Hicks had the back ell of the house
built in 1909. Guildford’s son Chalmers married and
raised a family of three in the new section of the
house. Chalmers was one of 13 farmers who 
incorporated into the Sackville Farmers Ltd. They
built the United Farmers Store, which was located
at the fork of the road, near the bridge at Silver
Lake. Gerald Hicks, a leading provincial beef 
producer, was the third generation to farm at this
site. A local farmer recently converted the long barn
to a music barn that hosts summertime fiddling and
bluegrass concerts.
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